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FFrreesshhmmaann  OOppttiioonnaall  PPllaacceemmeenntt  TTeesstt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn    
  

MMaatthheemmaattiiccss,,  EEnngglliisshh,,  WWoorrlldd  LLaanngguuaaggeess,,    
&&  MMuussiicc  ((iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ffoorr  MMuussiicc  aauuddiittiioonnss  oonn  PPaaggee  44))  

 
This year, placement testing will take place online. Placement testing is NOT required for all 
incoming freshmen. Placement testing is for only those students who feel qualified to begin at 
an advanced level of Math, English, World Languages or Music. Please review this information 
carefully before completing the online Freshman Course Request Form. 
 
All students begin freshman year at Saint Mary’s placed in college preparatory courses. Only 
students who pass the placement exam(s) or were awarded Honors at Entrance in Math 
and/or English move to those honors or advanced language classes.  
 
The tests will take approximately 40-45 minutes to complete – one hour should be sufficient for 
a student requesting an honors or advanced level course. Time and a half is built into the 
exams. There are no additional special accommodations.  
 
 

TTeessttiinngg  ddaatteess  ffoorr  EEnngglliisshh,,  MMaatthh  &&  WWoorrlldd  LLaanngguuaaggeess  
wwiillll  bbee  ooffffeerreedd  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  wweeeekk  ooff  MMaayy..    

PPaarreennttss  wwiillll  bbee  eemmaaiilleedd  ssppeecciiffiicc  ddaatteess  ffoorr  eeaacchh  tteesstt  iinn  llaattee  AApprriill..  
 
 

Placement tests will be administered online through Google forms. We expect students to 
complete testing entirely on their own, without the assistance of family, friends, teachers, 
textbooks, notes, or online resources, to facilitate successful and appropriate placement in 
courses.   
 

 Parents will be emailed a test link and instructions on the morning of the test. 
 Results of the placement tests will be available to view on PowerSchool in June. 
 There will be NO reminders sent concerning testing or auditions.  
 Please complete the online Freshman Course Request Form located in the online 

registration and print out a copy for your records.  
 

  
Important Details: 
 

 Students can take the test on the date scheduled at any time of the day that 
works for them until midnight - 12:00 am.  

 Once they open the form, they will have one hour to complete the assessment.  
They can continue past one hour but we will have a time tracker on to see how 
long it did take students to finish. 

 The assessments were developed to take approximately 40 - 45 minutes – one 
hour should be sufficient for a student requesting a honors or advanced level 
course.  Time and ½ is built in to the exams.  

 You will receive an email with instructions for your child to complete the 
assessments you indicated at registration on the morning of the placement tests.  

 Students will be prompted to accept activity tracking. It is important that they 
respond affirmatively to help ensure the validity of their assessments.  Academic 
integrity is important and crucial at this time. 
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PPllaacceemmeenntt  TTeesstt  ffoorr  MMaatthh    
AAddvvaanncceedd  AAllggeebbrraa  wwiitthh  GGeeoommeettrryy  HHoonnoorrss    

oorr    
GGeeoommeettrryy  HHoonnoorrss  

  
Students may use a calculator on this test.  

However, students can complete the test without a calculator. 
 

Saint Mary’s Math Placement test places students in the appropriate level math class 
according to the criteria below. If you wish to take this test, please check the appropriate 
box on the Freshman Course Request Form located in the online registration. 
 
•  Students scoring 80%-100% will be placed in Geometry Honors. Students who have 

completed a full year of Geometry may be eligible for a higher level of math (see Page 
4, Algebra 3-4 and Algebra-Trigonometry 3-4 Honors for more information). 
 

•  Students scoring between 60% and 79% will be placed in Advanced Algebra with 
Geometry Honors. 

 
 Students scoring below 60% will be placed in Saint Mary’s college-preparatory Freshman 

Algebra. 
 
Additional information about 9th Grade Math Placement  
Appropriate math placement in the freshman year is an important consideration when registering for 
classes. A solid foundation in math is critical for academic success. Students should be working at a 
challenging level in math, but not overwhelmed. Please review the following guidelines before making 
your math selection.  
 
 
 

ALGEBRA 1-2: The majority of freshmen take Algebra 1-2, a college prep level course. 
Incoming freshman students taking Algebra 1-2 do not need to register for the 
placement exam.  

 
ADVANCED ALGEBRA WITH GEOMETRY HONORS: Students who are awarded Honors at 

Entrance in Math will be enrolled in this class. Students can also be placed in this 
course based on math placement test results. This three-term course covers the 
second half of Freshman Algebra Honors in one term and a full year of Geometry 
Honors in two terms. This course will explore operations on algebraic expressions and 
apply mathematical properties to algebraic equations. Students will problem solve 
using equations, graphs and tables and investigate linear relationships, including 
comparing and contrasting options and decision-making using algebraic models. 
Reinforcement of topics from two-dimensional Geometry is integrated into this 
curriculum. Geometry topics will include reasoning and proof, the areas of area and 
perimeter, the Pythagorean Theorem, constructions, lines, angles, triangles, 
quadrilaterals, circles, polygons, solids, elementary trigonometry, and transformations.  

 
GEOMETRY HONORS: There will be some freshman students who have taken and 

mastered a full year, or the equivalent, of high school Algebra who wish to enroll in 
Geometry Honors. These students are required to take the Math Placement Test and 
pass with a score of 80% or more. Test problems will include multi-step computations 
that will allow students to show competence and skill from a full year of Algebra 1-2. 
(Please note: This test is a geometry readiness test in which concepts from a full high 
school level Algebra course are covered. Many middle school Algebra programs 
cover only the first semester of a high school Algebra course. Students may not have 
learned important concepts and skills leaving gaps in their knowledge.) 
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ATDP: There are students who have already registered for ATDP, a UC Berkeley full 10-unit 
summer Algebra 1 course. It is IMPORTANT to send a copy of your ATDP registration 
form or Course Credit Plan to Carol Balding, Registrar. Once received, a space in 
Geometry will be reserved for you. If you have any questions, please contact Carol 
Balding, Registrar, at cbalding@stmchs.org. Upon completion of the course, with a 
grade of B or better in the class, please submit your ATDP transcript and confirm your 
enrollment in Geometry.  

 
ALGEBRA 3-4 and ALGEBRA-TRIGONOMETRY 3-4 HONORS: Some students have already 

taken the equivalent of a full year of high school Algebra and are currently taking 
Geometry in eighth grade. These students may wish to enroll in Algebra 3-4 or 
Algebra-Trigonometry 3-4 Honors as a freshman. These students are required to take 
the Math Placement Test, pass with a score of 80% or more, and meet with the Math 
Department Chair before June 1. Students need to contact Ms. Balding, Registrar, at 
cbalding@stmchs.org, to make an appointment. 

 
 

  
  

PPllaacceemmeenntt  TTeesstt  ffoorr  EEnngglliisshh  HHoonnoorrss  
 
This optional English test is for students whose writing and reading skills are exemplary and 
feel they are ready for Honors English. The English testing will include a reading passage 
followed by a writing sample about the material the student just read. If you wish to take 
this test, please check the appropriate box on the Freshman Course Request Form 
located in the online registration.   
 
Students who received Honors at Entrance in English will be placed in English Honors and 
do not need to take this test. 
 

 
 

PPllaacceemmeenntt  TTeesstt  ffoorr  AAddvvaanncceedd  LLeevveell  ooff  WWoorrlldd  LLaanngguuaaggee 
SSppaanniisshh  oorr  FFrreenncchh  

 
Students who: 1) have intermediate knowledge in reading, speaking and/or writing 
(Heritage Speakers); or 2) have studied Spanish or French for a minimum of two 
continuous years, are EXPECTED to take the placement test. If you wish to take this test, 
please check the appropriate boxes on the Freshman Course Request Form located in 
the online registration.  
 
Our World Languages Department works diligently to place students in the appropriate 
language level. Placement in those levels is most successful before school starts. 
Changes later for misplacement result in altering entire class schedules and students lose 
other class choices. 
 

 
  

MMuussiicc  AAuuddiittiioonnss  --  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  
Please contact Ms. Elizabeth Haro, Principal’s Assistant,  

at eharo@stmchs.org to schedule an audition. 
  

Any incoming freshman with previous experience playing an instrument is asked to make an 
appointment for an audition with Mr. Elliott Nguyen, Band Instructor. During the audition, 
each student will be asked to: 
 

 Perform a 1-3 minute solo piece that features their musicality and technique 
 Play any major scales that they know  
 Sight read  
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Please note:  There is limited availability for students who play piano, guitar, bass and drums. In 
Beginning Band we will encourage students to learn new instruments to fully participate in the Band 
program. 
 

  

  
FFoorr  SSttuuddeennttss  RReeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  AAtttteenndd  PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee  ttoo  MMaasstteerryy  SSuummmmeerr  PPrrooggrraamm  

MMaatthh  RReeaaddiinneessss  TTeesstt      
  

As your acceptance letter states, you are required to attend the Performance to Mastery 
Summer Program. If you want to try to test out of The Performance to Mastery Summer 
Program, you will need to pass an online math readiness test with an 85% or higher 
offered the first week of May. This test will focus on pre-Algebra concepts that are 
required to be successful at the Algebra 1-2 level. The test may take one hour and your 
score will be given to you shortly after you take the test. 
 
If you are interested in taking this test, please select a date on the Freshman Course 
Request Form in the online registration. 

  
TThhee  rreeaaddiinneessss  tteesstt  wwiillll  bbee  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  wweeeekk  ooff  MMaayy..      
PPaarreennttss  wwiillll  bbee  eemmaaiilleedd  ddaattee  ooff  tteesstt  iinn  llaattee  AApprriill..  

 
Please Note: All incoming freshmen are invited to take the optional placement test for 
Spanish or French on the dates above from 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm. Information regarding these 
tests is covered on Page 4. 
 
 

FFrreesshhmmaann  CCuurrrriiccuulluumm    
 
This information contains brief descriptions of the freshman courses Saint Mary’s College 
High School will offer for the upcoming year. Each freshman will take a course in the 
following subject areas: English, Math, Philosophy, Religious Studies, Science, Visual & 
Performing Arts, and World Languages, 
 

EEnngglliisshh  
English Language Goals for a Saint Mary’s Graduate * 
 
Saint Mary’s students demonstrate independence 
Students can comprehend and evaluate complex texts across a range of types and disciplines, and 
they can construct effective arguments and convey intricate or multifaceted analysis. Likewise,  
students are able independently to discern a speaker’s key points, request clarification, and ask 
relevant questions. They build on others’ ideas, articulate their own ideas, and confirm they have 
been understood. Without prompting, they demonstrate command of standard English and acquire 
and use a wide-ranging vocabulary. More broadly, they become self-directed learners, effectively 
seeking out and using resources to assist them, including teachers, peers, and print and digital 
reference materials. They independently follow the writing process, reflecting on written work and 
producing multiple drafts to ensure a well-written finished product. 
 
Saint Mary’s students build strong content knowledge 
Students establish a base of knowledge across a wide range of subject matter by engaging with 
works of quality and substance. They become proficient in new areas through research 
and study. They read purposefully and listen attentively to gain both general knowledge and 
discipline-specific expertise. They refine and share their knowledge through writing and speaking. 
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Saint Mary’s students respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline 
Students adapt their communication in relation to audience, task, purpose, and discipline. They set 
and adjust purpose for reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language use as warranted by the 
when speaking and how the connotations of words affect meaning. They also know that different 
disciplines call for different types of evidence (e.g., documentary evidence in history, experimental 
evidence in science). 
 
Saint Mary’s students comprehend as well as critique 
Students are engaged and open-minded—but discerning—readers and listeners. 
They work diligently to understand precisely what an author or speaker is saying, but they also 
question an author’s or speaker’s assumptions and premises and assess the veracity of claims and 
the soundness of reasoning. 
 
Saint Mary’s students value evidence 
Students cite specific evidence when offering an oral or written interpretation of a text. They use 
relevant evidence when supporting their own points in writing and speaking, making their reasoning 
clear to the reader or listener, and they constructively evaluate others’ use of evidence. 
 
Saint Mary’s students use technology and digital media strategically and capably 
Students employ technology thoughtfully to enhance their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and 
language use. They tailor their searches online to acquire useful information efficiently, and they 
integrate what they learn using technology with what they learn offline. They are familiar with the 
strengths and limitations of various technological tools and mediums and can select and use those 
best suited to their communication goals. 
 
Saint Mary’s students come to understand other perspectives and cultures 
Students appreciate that the twenty-first-century classroom and workplace are settings in which 
people from often widely divergent cultures and who represent diverse experiences and 
perspectives must learn and work together. Students actively seek to understand other perspectives 
and cultures through reading and listening, and they are able to communicate effectively with 
  
 
people of varied backgrounds. They evaluate other points of view critically and constructively. 
Through reading great classic and contemporary works of literature representative of a variety of 
periods, cultures, and worldviews, students can vicariously inhabit worlds and have experiences 
much different than their own. 
 
*This text is adapted from the California State Framework.  
 
 

ENGLISH 1-2  
 
In the Freshman English course, all students read, analyze, and write about literature. The course 
focuses on close reading and analysis of literature, as well as the study of how various literary 
elements and techniques function within a text, while studying the historical context and present-
day connections of each literary work. The writing component focuses on exposition and analysis, 
beginning with the elements of a well-structured paragraph and the development of clear, solid 
thesis statements. Students then move toward mastery of the multiple paragraph essay. Formal 
thesis-based essay writing is taught in a step-by-step process designed to give students a structure 
for placing their ideas. Grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary are a focus throughout the course. 
Written work is assessed in categories including Thoroughness of Content, Depth of Analysis, and 
Adherence to the Rules of Writing Mechanics. 
 
ENGLISH 1-2 HONORS  
Placement determined by HSPT, English Placement Test and eighth grade grades. 
 
English 1-2 Honors is an Honors-level course for freshmen who demonstrate excellence in all phases 
of reading and writing in grade 8 and on their entrance exam. Students read, analyze, and write 
 about literature at an accelerated pace. Students generate ideas based on their identification of 
theme, followed by similar standards for being precise and concise in revising and editing their 
writing. An emphasis is placed on understanding the historical context of literature and how the 
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literary works reflect universal themes and are relevant to students’ lives. Formal, thesis-based essay 
writing is taught in a step-by-step process - along with grammar and vocabulary - designed to give 
students a structure for placing their ideas. Written work is assessed in categories including 
Thoroughness of Content, Depth of Analysis, and Adherence to the Rules of Writing Mechanics.  
 
MMaatthheemmaattiiccss  
 
Mathematically proficient students:  
 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them 
Students start by explaining to themselves the meaning of a program and looking for entry points to 
its solution.  
 
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively 
Students make sense of quantities and their relationships to problem situations.  
 
3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others 
Students understand the use of stated assumptions, definitions, and previously established results in 
constructing arguments.  
 
4. Model with mathematics 
Students can apply the mathematics they know to solve problems arising in everyday life, society, 
and the workplace.  
 

 
Student placement in the mathematics sequence is based upon the HSPT, the Math Placement Test 
results and grades from eighth grade (see Mathematics Curricular Sequences in “Great Things Are 
Happening at Saint Mary’s” included in your acceptance packet). Students who choose not to take 
the Math Placement Test will be placed in Algebra 1-2 
 
ALGEBRA 1-2  
 
This first course in algebra includes a review of basic arithmetic skills, solving equations, factoring, 
fractions, linear and quadratic equations, functions, inequalities, word problems, and rational and 
irrational numbers. Emphasis is placed on problem solving and application principles. Students who 
have a record of generally satisfactory achievement in mathematics are placed in this class. 
 
ADVANCED ALGEBRA WITH GEOMETRY HONORS 
Placement determined by HSPT and Math Placement Test. 
 
This three-term course covers the second half of Freshman Algebra Honors in one term and a full 
year of Geometry Honors in two terms. This course will explore operations on algebraic expressions 
and apply mathematical properties to algebraic equations. Students will problem solve using 
equations, graphs and tables and investigate linear relationships, including comparing and 
contrasting options and decision-making using algebraic models. Reinforcement of topics from 
two-dimensional Geometry is integrated into this curriculum. Geometry topics will include 
reasoning and proof, the areas of area and perimeter, the Pythagorean Theorem, lines, angles, 
triangles, quadrilaterals, circles, polygons, solids, elementary trigonometry, and transformations.  
 
THINKING MATHEMATICALLY – A Problem Solving Course 
 
This one-term course for freshmen addresses the question: How can we encourage students to 
invest time and effort in solving challenging problems in mathematics, and in related subjects like 
computing, engineering, science, and the humanities? Students will explore the process of solving 
problems by engaging with key historic issues in mathematics and other related disciplines. 
Students will explore the following essential questions: What does it mean to solve a problem? How 
can teachers use problems and problem-solving to make math and related subjects come alive 
and seem relevant to students?  This will be a one-term class during freshman year.  
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GEOMETRY HONORS  
 
This accelerated course in geometry covers the standard content of Euclidean geometry including 
congruence, similarity, polygons, circles, and coordinate geometry. This standard content is 
explored with greater intensity and emphasis on proof and analytical thinking. Additional topics 
may include transformations and further investigations of three-dimensional figures such as 
polyhedra.  
 
ALGEBRA–TRIGONOMETRY 3-4 HONORS 
 
This accelerated mathematics course combines a second, or advanced, course in algebra with 
an introductory study of trigonometry.  Topics include linear equations in one and two variables, 
systems of linear equations, polynomials, and rational expressions, quadratic equations in one and 
two variables, quadratic systems, logarithms, and trigonometric functions.  
  
PPhhiilloossoopphhyy  
 
PHYSICAL, CULTURAL AND INTELLECTUAL GEOGRAPHY 
 
This course focuses on how our physical and cultural positionality shapes our worldviews, creates 
our traditions and beliefs, and shapes how we think. The course seeks to create thinkers capable of 
listening with open minds, learning to respect different ways of knowing the world, and learning to 
examine and re-examine one’s own worldview. 
  

RReelliiggiioouuss  SSttuuddiieess  
 
FAITH IN THE MODERN WORLD 
 
This is a two-trimester course that serves as the foundation for the religious studies curriculum at 
Saint Mary’s College High School. The course seeks to introduce students to the Lasallian Catholic  
 
charism of the school and the beliefs and practices of Lasallian Catholic tradition through the core 
principles of Faith in the Presence of God, Concern for the Poor and Social Justice, Respect for All 
Persons, and Inclusive Community. Students from all different faith backgrounds and religious 
affiliations will be required to think critically about the role of religion in society, to examine the story 
of humanity’s search for God, and to reflect on their personal experience of faith and spirituality. 
 
SScciieennccee  
 
The scope and sequence of the science program is as follows: 
 

9th Grade:     Biology  
10th Grade:   Conceptual Physics, Chemistry 
11th Grade:   Chemistry, AP Chemistry*, AP Biology*, AP Environmental Science, Physiology,  
  Forensic Science*, Sports Medicine, and Marine Biology* 
12th Grade:     AP Biology*, AP Chemistry*, AP Environmental Science, AP Physics C*, Physics,  
  Physiology, Forensic Science*, Sports Medicine, and Marine Biology* 
 

* May be offered in alternate years 
 

BIOLOGY  
 
This laboratory science course covers the important aspects of biology related to plants and 
animals and shows their relationship to humanity. The course will conclude with the study of human 
anatomy and the various systems, including how humanity affects the environment. A practical 
application approach characterizes this course: students are introduced to the technique of 
laboratory investigation as a vital source of learning. 
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VViissuuaall  aanndd  PPeerrffoorrmmiinngg  AArrttss  
 

Some Visual and Performing Arts courses will be billed for class supplies and materials.  
This is in place of a textbook. 

 

The typical scope and sequence of the Visual and Performing Arts program is as follows: 
 

 9th Grade:    Intro to Theater Arts, Beginning Band, Inter Band, Adv Band, Adv Jazz Ensemble, 
 Intro to Dance, Intro to Visual Arts, Chorus  
10th Grade:    Inter Theater Arts, Inter Band, Adv Band, Adv Jazz Ensemble, Inter Dance, Inter 

 Visual Arts, Chorus 
11th & 12th Grade:  Adv Theater Arts, Adv Band, Adv Jazz Ensemble, Adv Dance, Adv Visual Arts,  
  AP Studio Art, Chorus   
 

 
INTRODUCTION TO VISUAL ARTS  
  
This is the foundation course in the visual arts. Students are introduced to drawing, painting and 
other art forms with the emphasis on the elements and principles of art and design. Students 
engage in studio production, explore themes in art history and are challenged with basic art 
criticism and aesthetic valuing. Students will be billed $60 for supplies and materials. 
 
BEGINNING BAND  
 
Beginning Band provides the foundations of musicianship as an introduction to the Instrumental 
Music Program. Students will be counseled as to the selection of an instrument to study, and be 
given instruction toward the development of understanding, manipulation, and proficiency on the 
instrument. Primary emphasis will be placed on developing skills in reading music and performing 
on the instrument. There are no audition requirements for this ensemble, however prior experience 
in music is recommended. 
 
Please note:  There is limited availability for students who play piano, guitar, bass and drums. In 
Beginning Band we will encourage students to learn new instruments to fully participate in the Band 
program. 
 
INTERMEDIATE BAND  
 
Intermediate Band continues to explore the foundations and fundamentals of music while 
providing experience and musical training as students prepare for the performance of music in the 
symphonic, classical, and contemporary idioms. Students will learn to read both treble and bass 
music clefs, to understand various time signatures and meters and to understand and manipulate 
a chosen instrument. Students will also: develop proficiency on an instrument of choice by learning 
to play major and minor scales in all 12 keys; learn to understand complex rhythms and time 
signatures; and develop full musicianship by reading and interpreting any given piece of 
symphonic music. Participation in this ensemble is by audition only. An audition consists of sight 
reading, playing scales, and playing a prepared solo on your instrument. Prior participation in 
Beginning Band is recommended. 
 
ADVANCED BAND  
 
This ensemble, requiring student mastery of the instrument, is a performance-oriented course. 
Students are exposed to and explore the elements of festival performances and the business of 
musicianship. Students will: study complex syncopation, read in both treble and bass clefs, study how 
scales relate to the harmonic construction of compositions, and conduct small ensembles of 
musicians. Musical interpretation, advanced ensemble techniques, elements of composing and 
arranging as well as other advanced topics will also be explored. Participation in this ensemble is by 
audition only. An audition consists of sight reading, playing scales, and playing a prepared solo on 
your instrument. Prior participation in Intermediate Band is recommended. 
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ADVANCED JAZZ ENSEMBLE  
 
This ensemble allows students to explore the harmonic, rhythmic, and melodic basis for jazz and 
pop composition and performance. Students will analyze and perform jazz standards and  
arrangements in preparation for festival and school-related performances. Students will gain a 
thorough knowledge of scales and harmonic construction and exhibit their knowledge of 
composition and arrangement through performances of standard repertoire and their own 
compositions (where appropriate) throughout the school year. All jazz ensemble students are also 
expected to perform with the pep band during the year. Participation in this ensemble is by 
audition only. Prior experience in Advanced Symphonic Band and playing in the jazz idiom is highly 
recommended. An audition consists of sight reading, playing scales, and playing a prepared solo 
on your instrument. 
  
CHORUS  
 
Students in this performance-oriented ensemble study and exhibit the elements of vocal training in 
the preparation of popular, liturgical, and classical choral music. Students will prepare for a 
concert each term and cooperate with Campus Ministry by singing at school liturgies. Students will: 
learn basic music notation and read treble and bass clefs; proper physical mechanics for choral 
singing; demonstrate and apply the basic principles of sight-singing in the reading of choral music; 
prepare for performances and vocal competitions. Additional out-of-class rehearsal time, 
dedication and desire are required. No audition is necessary to participate in this ensemble, 
however prior musical experience is highly recommended. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO DANCE  
 
This course is an introduction to movement as an expressive art form. It will present the basic 
elements related to traditional forms of dance, including ballet, jazz, Afro-Haitian, folk, and 
contemporary idioms. Students will be required to demonstrate a basic  mastery of  forms  and 
techniques presented, as well as to prepare written research projects related to the study of 
specific forms of dance and performance. Students will also prepare for concerts, performances 
and special school events. Students will be billed $60 for supplies and materials. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THEATER ARTS  
 
This course will study the range of experiences related to the art of acting. Through lecture, 
discussion, and demonstration, students will experience and explore acting. Class activities include 
exercises in pantomime, improvisation, text analysis, character development, collective scene 
work and individual performance. Students will be involved with self and peer evaluations in oral 
critiques and written forms through assignments and will prepare for final project performances. 

 
WWoorrlldd  LLaanngguuaaggeess  
 
FFRREENNCCHH  CCOOUURRSSEESS  
 
FRENCH 1-2   
 
The study of French begins with the introduction of communicative functions required to meet 
basic needs. The student learns skills such as ordering food, meeting people and getting 
information about them, providing basic personal information, describing people and things and 
asking for information. Students learn to relate activities in the present, passé composé, and near 
future. Cultural, nonverbal aspects of communication are approached as well. Because 
communication is the goal of the foreign language class, a significant portion of classroom 
interaction is expected to take place in French. Classroom activities blend the four skill areas of  
listening, speaking, reading and writing and may consist of individual responses or group work,  
including skits and role-playing. Grammar is presented not for its own sake, but as a means of 
transmitting a spoken or written message as accurately as possible. Receptive skills of reading and 
listening are developed as well; audio materials, which stress listening comprehension and oral 
response, are used in the classroom. Film, music, and video are used for cultural enrichment. 
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FRENCH 3-4  
 
During the second year of foreign language study, students continue to develop foreign language 
skills in the areas of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Communicative functions are 
expanded to include discussion of common leisure activities, common foods and quantities, talking  
about one’s health and fitness, and narrating about the past. Accuracy of communication 
becomes more important as students learn to use past tenses, object pronouns, and reflexive 
verbs. As in the first year, students will be expected to participate in varied classroom activities 
individually and in groups. Most classroom interaction is expected to take place in French.  
 
FRENCH 5-6  
 
This course continues to develop the communicative skills begun in the first two years of study as 
well as introducing analysis and cultural comparison conducted in the target language. Grammar 
includes study of the subjunctive mood, relative pronouns and further study of object pronouns. 
Greater emphasis is placed on reading and writing skills this year. Reading becomes more complex 
and varied and includes authentic supplemental texts such as news articles and short fiction. Study 
of cultural and historical aspects of the French-speaking world continues. French is the working 
language of this class, which requires a solid foundation in the grammar and vocabulary learned in 
the first two years. 
  
SSPPAANNIISSHH  CCOOUURRSSEESS  
 
SPANISH 1-2  
 
The study of a foreign language begins with the introduction of communicative functions required 
to meet basic needs. The student learns skills such as providing basic personal information, ordering 
food, meeting and getting information about people, and giving and receiving directions and 
information. Students learn to relate activities in the present, present progressive, and near future. 
Cultural, nonverbal aspects of communication are approached as well. Because 
communication is the goal of the foreign language class, classroom interaction is expected to take 
place in Spanish. Classroom activities are frequently oral and may consist of individual response or 
group work, including skits and role-playing. Grammar is presented not for its own sake, but as a 
means of transmitting a spoken or written message as accurately as possible. Receptive skills of 
reading and listening are developed as well; audio, which stresses listening comprehension, is used 
in the classroom. 
 
SPANISH 3-4  
 
During the second year of Spanish, students continue to develop vocabulary and grammar of 
increasing complexity. Students learn to communicate using the past tenses, object pronouns and 
reflexive verbs. Equal emphasis is placed on speaking, listening, reading, and writing. As in the first 
year, classroom interaction is expected in Spanish; students will participate in oral activities in the 
classroom, individually and in groups. These activities may include dialogue role-playing, creative skit 
writing, oral presentations and the writing of original work. Throughout the course, students explore 
the cultures of the Spanish-speaking countries. 
 
SPANISH 5-6 HONORS 
 
This advanced third year course completes the introduction of all the major grammar points of the 
Spanish language. Spanish is the working language in this course, which requires a solid foundation 
in grammar and vocabulary learned in the first two years. Students will refine their proficiency in the 
four language skills (speaking, listening, reading and writing) by discussing and writing about 
cultural and current events and everyday situations using thematic credits. Emphasis will be placed 
on vocabulary, syntax, correct usage of grammar in writing while using the TCECC model (topic, 
context, evidence, commentary, conclusion) as well as speaking and listening. Only students who 
successfully complete Spanish 5-6 Honors are encouraged to enroll in Spanish 7-8.  
 
 

For questions regarding placement testing or course registration, 
 please contact Mrs. Carol Balding, Registrar, at 

510-559-6214 or cbalding@stmchs.org 
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